


FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
NOVEMBER 27, 2011

(Today's Readings: Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7; Psalm 80;
1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:33-37)
In Advent, we celebrate our hopes for the Lord to
come more fully into our lives. The first reading is
Isaiah, voicing the hope of sinners for a redeemer.
Unlike Isaiah, we know that God has come to bring
us back to him, when he sent his Son Jesus to
save us. Our faith in Jesus leads us to a new way
of looking at the world. We can see what God is
doing as well as remembering what God has done.
Like the gatekeepers in the gospel parable, we
need to keep our eyes open for him. When we
only look out for ourselves, we may miss the signs
of God's presence around us. Instead of looking at
the difficulties of life as obstacles, we can watch
for them as opportunities to stretch our faith, to

rely on God, or to show God's love to a friend. The
new translation of the Mass that begins today can
be an opportunity to stretch our faith and our
understanding of the Eucharist.

The Corinthians were also watching for the Lord to
come. They were thinking of Jesus coming in
glory. Though we don't see the full glory of the
Lord, part of that glory is his presence in the sacra-
ments. In them we celebrate not just the coming of
the Lord, but his working in the world. He shares
his life with us in Baptism, gives us his Spirit in
Confirmation and himself in Eucharist, heals us in
Reconciliation and the Anointing of the Sick, and
calls us to make him present to others in Holy
Orders and Matrimony. You could almost say his

second coming is taking place now. Watch for it.
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STEWARDSHIP A WAY OF LIFE

The season of Advent is upon us, and in today’s
Gospel Jesus delivers a simple message through
the pen of Saint Mark: “Be watchful! Be alert!”
Christian stewards understand what Jesus meant
when he said, “It's like a man going away: He
leaves his house and puts his servants in charge,
each with his assigned task.” Good stewards
realize that to each one a task is assigned by God.
They have been set in a particular place and station
in life, and have been gifted with unique relation-
ships. How do we respond to the tasks or honor our
relationships in a way that keeps us alert for the
return of Christ?

ST. MARGARET ALTAR SOCIETY will meet for a Dutch
Treat Luncheon, Thursday, December 1%,
11:00am at Seafood Palace, 2218 Enterprise
Boulevard. You are asked to bring a nonperishable
food item to be donated to the Oak Park Food
Pantry.

FIRST FRIDAY - December 2"", Mass is celebrated
at 6:45am_and 4pm in the Day Chapel. Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament throughout the day with
Benediction before afternoon Mass.

BLoob DRIVE - Our next parish blood drive will be
Sunday, December 4", 9:30am - 1:00pm, in the
East Room of the Family Center.

BAPTISM _PREPARATION CLAss will be held on
Monday, December 5", at 6pm in the Day
Chapel. Please register to attend by calling the
parish office, 439-4585.

EUCHARIST MINISTERS AND ALTAR SERVERS

Sign up Sheets will be in the Sacristy for the
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary (Thursday, December 8™ If
you would like to serve, please sign up now! Thank
you!

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS - Donations for
flowers are now being accepted. All flower
memorials for Christmas must be received
by 3:00pm, Thursday, December 15" for
acknowledgement in the bulletin.

ST. MARGARET YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday,
4% December 13" at 6:30pm. We will meet
_in the St. Margaret Family Center
Conference  Room for our Christmas
gathering. All young adults 21-39 are invited!
Visit us on “Facebook” for the latest news from our
Young Adult Ministry!

THE NEW ROMAN MissAL Information about the new
translation is available at the church
entrances or by visiting our website at
www.stmargaretcatholicchurch.com.




Fragcr for
® SHOPPing During Advent

Dear (God, as | look through my ghct shopping list,
| hold up to you cach person listed on it.
SIowlg, one bg one, ] ask that the fire oFyour
abundant love burn within each of them.
| pray that the ghct | find for each person
will bringjoy into that life.

But, he|P me to keeP a balance this season, Lord.
| etme kccp my buging in Pcrspcctive,
not to sPencl more than ] need to or can afford.
| et me not give in to the pressures of this world and not

equatc love with money SPcnt

Let me alwags remember the
many, many PcoPIc who have so much less in material tl‘lings‘
Help me to bug wiselg,
so that my choices will not burden those in other countries

who are so &eeply affected bg this countrg‘s economy.

And Fina”g, |oving (od,
hclP me to find time in the frantic moments of each dag
to become centered on you.

Wa]king tl‘lrough a store, ricling on the bus,

hurrying down a street:
let cach of these times be moments when ] can remember
your incredible love for me and rcjoicc init.
(Taken from Praying Advent, on Creighton University's Online Ministries web

site:  http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry _online.html. ~ Used with
permission.)

NEWS IN OUR DIOCESE

CHRISTMAS TREES FOR LIFE—"SUPERIOR VIRGINIA PINES”
are being sold for $40,7-12 feet tall to benefit the ministry
of New Life Counseling at Stine’s Lumber Co. on Nelson
Road. Tag labeled NLC40.

THERESIANS— “Women in Support of Women-Reaching
Out with Gospel Values” will meet on Monday,
December 5" from 6:00pm—7:00pm at the Diocese
Chancery Building. Call Lisa at 274-7485 for more
information.

“THE TREEFOLD COMING OF JESUS CHRIST”

Sacred Heart of Jesus Evangelization Commission is
sponsoring an Advent Day of Reflection on Saturday,
December 10", from 9:00am to 3:30pm. With Mass
celebrated at 4:00pm at the Saint Charles Center. For
more information call or email Jacque at 439-2646
jacquemathews@structurex.net .

ST. MARGARET SCHOOL NEWS

i SUPPORT ST. MARGARET CATHOLIC SCHOOL

=L

H BY SHOPPING! C"{ﬁ’? :
8§ Though the efforts of our community of faith, ' B
i Thoug y K’J, :
S :

i St. Margaret Catholic School will continue the
f long standing tradition of excellence it has :
i maintained throughout the years. Even if you do not have a §
f child or grandchild enrolled in the school, your prayerful and j
fl financial support is essential for the continued success of the j
H school. You can help in the following ways.... :

i Each time you shop at Krogers, Albertsons, and Target §
§ a percentage of the money spent is donated to the school. g
8 Call Denise Caraway , 497-0436, at St. Margaret School for g
§ more information on how you can begin earning money for
i the school by shopping at these locations. :

f St. Margaret School earns dollars by collecting used ink jet §
i and laser jet cartridges, cell phones, laptops, any small §
f electronic device, these may be brought to the school or g
j church office. :

i Please remember to save your Community Coffee UPC’s, B
i Box Tops for Education, or Labels for Education. (Check B
i the labels of all types of products, including cereal, Kleenex, B
f etc.) Drop these in the collection basket or bring directly to B
d the school or church office. :

St. Margaret School earns one cent each time someone
§ searches the Internet through the goodsearch.com an
g internet search engine.  Type in  St. Margaret Catholic
§ School, and choose St. Margaret Catholic School, Lake E
i Charles, LA, then click VERIFY. Now begin your search and f
8 SMCS will earn pennies that will quickly turn into $$$ for our B
{ school. g

f Giftwrap, gifts, chocolates and more can be ordered over the
d internet from Sally Foster. The school receives 50% credit, B
i just visit the website www.sallyfoster.com and indicate the B
4 number for our school at checkout: 752990 :

Your generous support is greatly appreciated!

Christmas Schedule

N . Saturday, December 24" N
— Christmas Eve

™ 4:00 PM Vigil/ 6:00PM / 8:30PM 7/,
Caroling begins at 8:00PM

Sunday, December 25"
Christmas Day

7:00AM / 8:30AM/ 10:00AM
(There will be no 11:30am Mass)



PRAY FOR THE HEALING OF...

n
W\

Odile Menard
Farnell LaFleur
John “Buck” Courville
Chrissy Simpson
Daulton Hanks
Clifton Hanks
Naomi Lanthier
John Racca
Ruth Racca
Arnold LeBlanc
Troy Stevens
Earline Pharr
Chuck Hebert
Hayward Richard
Karen Walker
John Singleton
Louise Frank
Gloria LeBlanc
Jane Lede

Janet Chapman
Bryce LaFleur
Naomi Richard
Frances Marshall
Goldie Miller
Belcy Arabie
Albert Stevens
Carol Ann Pierro
Tyrone Pierro
James Bergeron
Kenneth Feast
Lorraine Silcox
Debbie Roper
Leona Berken
Elizabeth Benoit
Martin Lavergne
Roger Billedeaux
Gary Billedeaux

Cory Crowell
David Aucoin
Nancy Weidner
Donna Bonnie
Donald Verrett
Ida Ford

Edith Sonnier
Vernal LeBlanc
Downey Guidry
Eugene C. Savoie
Becky Shoults
Jerry Peek
Shannon Fuselier
Elizabeth M. Perry
Altia Trahan
Lena LeBleu
Leatha Vincent
Jay Brocato
Juanita Fontenot
Danny Cormier
Lisa Sullivan
Jerry Wykoff
Micah McGee
Christian Abshire
Gary Tilly

Linda Davis
Dewayne Bruette
Ethel Roth
Sheila Roth
Donald Fontenot
Nina Fontenot
Joyce Landry
Tom Dewitt
Ricky Fontenot
Nicole Fontenot
Logan Fontenot
Ida Meche

Roselyn Hunter
Terry Ray Glasgow
Wallace C. Pierce, lll
Reagan LeBoeuf
Lucas Broussard
Leslie Mooney
Dennis Nelson
Brandy Jamison
Hailey Brookshire
Jerry Goudeau

Eve Doucet

Arnold LeBlanc
Marlena Broussard
Teresa Cormier
Berta Fontenot
Amalie Burke
Cathy Girouard
John Palmore
Pierre Savant
Velma Mott

Mark Doucet
Halley Doucet
Peter Duhon
Roberta Soileau
Carole Jane Kershaw
Larry Fontenot
Patsy Fontenot
Jim Armaud
Ramona Harless

To add someone to the prayer list please call the church office, email or put
in the offertory basket. Names will be removed from the sick list after three
weeks. Names can be resubmitted.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

‘What is the meaning of the Advent Wreath and
what are the prayers for the lighting of the first

p

candle on the First Sunday of Advent?

Visit our website today for the answer!
www.stmargaretcatholicchurch.com



MASS INTENTIONS

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26:

4:00PM - Lisa & Wincie Sonnier, JT Foster, Ethel Lee
Grimmett, Jim (Av.27), Edward, Robert & Arvillia Daigle, Lee
Ella Landry, Bea Dartez, Joyce Marie Buller, Marjorie Dar-
bonne, Patricia & Edward Galayda, Anna Mae Fruge, Verline
Fontenot, Floyd “Sonny” Ford, Tony, Neva & George
Shumaker, Clarphy LaBauve, Sonny Stokeld

6:00PM - Ernest Schmid (Av.15)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27:

7:00AM - Lena Guillory, Alice Ray, Adam K. Vitello, Roland L.
Fontenot

8:30AM - Misso pro popula (Mass for all the people)
10:00AM - Raymond Green, Etta Istre, Lucy Moore, Willie
Lou, Charles A., Alfred L. & DJ Smith, Dr. Ben Molbert, M/IM
Eugene J. Mallet, Jr., Mrs. Inez P. & Dorothy M. Edwards, Rob
Coe, Nolan S. Fontenot, Wanda Landreneau

11:30AM - Margaret E. Fontenot, Helena Hyde & Lou Hinton,
Jolyn Slate

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28:

AM - Living & Deceased Members of St. Margaret Parish
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29:

PM - Bob Derby, *Herman Soileau

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30:

AM - Living & Deceased Members of St. Margaret Parish

PM - Living & Deceased Members of St. Margaret Parish
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1:

AM - Living & Deceased Members of St. Margaret Parish

PM - Living & Deceased Members of St. Margaret Parish
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2:

AM - Joseph Lee Hebert, *Pat Klein, *Michelle, Gary & Nolan
Fontenot

PM - Living & Deceased Members of St. Margaret Altar
Society, *Roland L. Fontenot, *Adam K. Vitello

*Intentions sent to the Diocese.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 8:5-11
Tuesday: Isaiah 11:1-10; Luke 10:21-24
Wednesday: Romans 10:9-18; Matthew 4:18-22
Thursday: Isaiah 26:1-6; Matthew 7:21, 24-27
Friday: Isaiah 29:17-24; Matthew 9:27-31
Saturday: Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26;

Matthew 9:35 — 10:1,5a, 6-8
Sunday: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Psalm 85;

2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8
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