17th Street and Enterprise Boulevard
Lake Charles, LA

MASSES

Saturday Vigqil:

4:00pm and 6:00pm

Sunday Mass:

7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am, and 11:30am

(Children’s Liturgy is provided at the 10:00am Mass, no registration required)

Daily Mass:

(In the Holy Family Chapel except during Lent, Mass will be celebrated in the

main church)
Monday: 6:45am
Tuesday: 4:00pm*

Wednesday thru Friday: 6:45am & 4:00pm*

*except during Lent ~ 5:30pm

PARISH STAFF

Pastor: Reverend William M. Miller

Pastoral Associate: Reverend Jacob S. Conner
Deacons: Daniel J. Landry & Raymond A. Menard
Director of Music: Donna Vanchiere, D. Min.
Evangelization/Liturgy Coordinator: Mary Beth Conner
Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Casey Vincent

School Principal: Brenda Dufrene

Family Center Director/Office Manager: Mary Rothermel

Religious Education Coordinators: Joanne Schwem &
David Hardey, Jr. (St. Margaret School)

Fourth Sunday of Advent T December 18, 2011

Office Hours: 8:30am-4:00pm

Website: www.stmargaretcatholicchurch.com
Email: info@stmargaretcatholicchurch.com
Parish Office: 337.439.4585

Fax: 337.433.3186

Family Center: 337.433.9835

St. Margaret School: 337.436-7959
Religious Education: 337.436.6358

St. Louis Catholic School: 337.436.7275

T

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays 5:00pm to 5:45pm or by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
Call the office at least six months prior to the wedding date to
make arrangements. Pre-marriage course compulsory.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:

Prior to scheduling a child’s Baptism, parents must attend a
Pre-Baptism Class. Pre-registration is required for the class.
Call or email the parish office for more information.

RCIA:
Call or email the parish office for more information.

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: (September - May)
First Fridays after morning Mass and concludes with
afternoon Mass in the Holy Family Chapel.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD:
Each Sunday during the 10:00AM Mass excluding the
summer.




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 18, 2011

(Today's Readings: 2 Samuel 7; 1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Psalm 89:2-3,
4-5, 27, 29; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38)

Of all the kings, prophets, and holy men and
women of ancient Israel who had waited in faithful
hope for the coming of the promised Savior, God
chose to announce his coming to a young woman.
The message was not proclaimed in a palace or
even the temple in Jerusalem, but in a backwater
village called Nazareth. Artists typically show a
startled or shy Mary, usually seated and partly
turning away from the heavenly messenger in
confusion. In a small brightly
colored painting created over
a thousand years ago, the
artist shows something
entirely different. The angel
is holding up one hand in
| greeting. Mary is standing up
and facing him directly with
both her hands extended
toward him, as if to welcome
him. In this encounter between the human and the
divine, we see again God's capacity to confound
human expectations. The words of the angelos
(Greek for messenger) are rich in power and
promise: "you have found favor with God . . . [your
child] will be called Son of the Most High . . . he
will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of
his kingdom there will be no end . . . The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you" (Luke 1:30, 32, 33, 35).

Because Mary was pure of heart and trusted
completely, she responded to God with a whole-
hearted "yes." At this point, God broke into our
world. Through the cooperation of a simple village
girl, God breathed the air we breathe, walked the
earth we walk, and experienced our sorrows and
joys as a human like the rest of us. Everything on
earth became sanctified because God became
human. God became flesh in the Son, Jesus
Christ, born of Mary. The world would never be the
same again. The time is here to let him into our
hearts and change us completely.

Copyright (c) 2011, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve
Saturday, December 24

4:00PM Vigil Mass
(Celebrant ~ Fr. Miller)

6:00PM Vigil Mass
(Celebrant ~ Fr. Conner)

8:30PM Vigil Mass
Caroling begins at 8:00PM
(Celebrant ~ Fr. Miller)

Christmas Day
Sunday, December 25

7:00 AM Morning Mass
(Celebrant ~ Fr. Miller)

8:30AM Morning Mass
(Celebrant ~ Fr. Miller)

10:00AM Morning Mass
(Celebrant ~ Fr. Conner)

(There will be no 11:30AM Sunday Mass on Christmas Day)

Let's make this a “WHITE_CHRISTMAS” for those in
our city who receive little or nothing for Christmas.
You are invited to bring gifts of undergarments for
women, men, and children. Wrap your gift, and indi-
cate for whom it is intended. For example: Woman,
size 8; boy, size 4, etc. Bring your gift to 48
Mass on December 24"/25", or drop it by |
the parish office. 5—

Wrapping Gifts
Dear Lord, I am tired.

I sit here surrounded by ribbons and paper,

gifts and tags
and I struggle to feel the spirit of giving.

I can barely remember
Which gift is for whom
and at moments it all seems so far
from your birth.

Help me to take this moment
to think of the many gifts
you have given to me,
the many ways your grace has blessed my life.

Help me to remember that each gift
is a tiny mirror of the generosity
I see so clearly in your [life
and of the many ways you shower me
with such lavish and undeserved love.

Let me sit here for just a moment
and feel that joy in my heart.

Thank you.




STEWARDSHIP A WAY OF LIFE NEWS IN OUR DIOCESE

Probably nothing challenges a Christian steward’s
use of time as much as the seasons of Advent and
Christmas. Each year, we marvel at the irony of it:
a time to honor and ponder God’s great mystery,
the Incarnation, somehow falls prey to a time of
stressful shopping, endless “to do” lists, strained
checkbooks, and guilt over what’s not getting done.
Sometimes those nonstop Christmas tunes begin to
grate on our senses. How does the Christian
steward answer this challenge to devote time to
reflection and prayer while incorporating the best
and most fruitful of our cultural traditions into this
festive season?

* Set aside a special time of reflection for
determining what your priorities for the season
will be.

* Read the Christmas story in the Gospel of Saint
Luke.

* Ask God to help you know what is the most
generous and beneficial use of time in God’s
service during this season.

* Don’t be afraid to cross things off your “must
do” list if they add stress to what should be a
peaceful time. Ask God which traditions are
life-giving for you, and be bold enough to leave
the others behind.

“l just don’t have time,” is the frequent lament of
the holiday season. But the Christian steward is
aware that we all have the same amount of time,
and to each is given an opportunity of returning the
first fruits of that time back to God. The season of
Advent offers just such a grace-filled opportunity.

ST. MARGARET SCHOOL NEWS

ST. MARGARET CATHOLIC ScHooL will be closed
beginning Wednesday, December 21%', for the
Christmas Holiday and will resume on Tuesday,
January 3, 2012.

CONGRATULATIONS to the winners of the Cameron
LNG Calendar and photo contest: First Place,
Drelyn Guillory; Second Place, Katherine Booth;
Honorable Mention, Evan Soileau

ST. Louis CATHOLIC HIGH ScHooOL is seeking
nominations for membership to their Hall of Fame.
To be eligible, a person must have graduated from
St. Louis or one of its merger schools at least ten
years ago, or if not a graduate, must have been
associated with St. Louis or from one of its merger
schools at least ten years prior to nomination.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the Devel-
opment Office at St. Louis Catholic High School,
436-7275 and returned by January 13, 2012.

THE SECOND COLLECTION next weekend, Christmas,
is for Catholic Charities. Catholic Charities serves
people in all five civil parishes of the Diocese of
Lake Charles with emergency financial assistance,
food distributions, family programs, volunteer
income tax assistance, and other services. During
2011, donations from church parishes helped 1,077
households, a total of 2,255 individuals. Please
carefully consider giving to the second collection on

Christmas, or mail your
Catholic
() Charities

donation to Catholic Charities
S of Southwest Louisiana at
P i 41225 2nd  Street, Lake

Providing Help. Creating Hope.  Charles, Louisiana 70601.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL — NOVEMBER REPORT

Green Envelope& Personal Donation $3,949.00
Food (Oak Park Food Pantry) 500.00
Rent Assistance 700.00
Utility Assistance 1,857.75
Funeral Meals 142.30
Catholic Social Services 200.00
Bank Charges 200.00

Total Assistance Given
Income over Assistance

OAK PARK FOOD PANTRY
Money Spent for Food
Money Received for Food
Number of Families Served
Number of Children in these Families

Thanks for your generosity in helping us to help others!

CONGRATULATIONS! Amanda Booth Bonney has been
named Calcasieu Parish High School Teacher of the
Year! Amanda is a teacher at LaGrange High School.
She serves our parish as a communion minister and a
catechist in our CCD Program.




PRAY FOR THE HEALING OF...

Odile Menard
Farnell LaFleur
John “Buck” Courville
Shianne Fuselier
Hayward Richard
Karen Walker
John Singleton
Louise Frank
Gloria LeBlanc
Ruby Guidry
Albert Stevens
Helen Jane Lede
Bryce LaFleur
Naomi Richard
Frances Marshall
Goldie Miller
Belcy Arabie
Troy Stevens
Dennis Nelson
Leslie Mooney
Brandy Jamison
Hailey Brookshire

Deana Tout
Esther Johnson
Adam Johnson
Corbutt Fourneret
John & Ruth Racca
Velma Mott
Eugene C. Savoie
Becky Shoults
Jerry Peek
Shannon Fuselier
Elizabeth Meche Perry
Carol Ann Pierro
Tyrone Pierro
Cecile Savoie
James Savoie
Phyllis Tarkington
Jeremy Tarkington
Enes Baccigalopi
Vernel LeBlanc
Mona Francois
Pierre Savant
Altia Trahan

Bonnie Thibodeaux
Patsy LaBiche
Cynthia Mcelhaney
Rodney Guidroz
Colton Harris
Sandra Harris
John & Mary Wylie
Roger Manuel
Dorothy LeJeune
Connie Jackson
Patrick Comeaux
Delores Comeaux
Mark Crenshaw
Bertha Fontenot
Anna Grace

Sylvia Young
JoAnn Mott

To add someone to the prayer list please call the church office, email
or put in the offertory basket. Names will be removed from the sick

list after three weeks. Names can be resubmitted.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25
Tuesday: Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38

Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Lk 1:39-45
Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56

Friday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66
Saturday: 238m7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Lk 1:67-79
Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89; Acts 13:16-17,

22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]

Midnight: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98; Heb 1:1-6;

Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]

SACRIFICIAL GIVING FOR DECEMBER 10™/11™, 2011

Offertory $14,631.50
Capital Improvements 1,125.10
BSA (Quota is $33,538) 449.00
Immaculate Conception 1,487.30
Retirement Fund 5,590.00

$23,282.90

“As each one of us has received a gift, use it to serve one another as
good stewards of God'’s varied grace” (1 pt. 4:10)




May You Rest In God’s Peace

Tina Marie Mericle Spell ~ 02-15-1957 ~ 12-10-2011

Please remember her and all who grieve her loss in prayer...

MASS INTENTIONS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17:

4:00PM - Lisa & Wincie Sonnier, Lee Ella Landry, Joyce
Marie Buller, Patricia & Edward Galayda, Anna Mae Fruge,
Michael L. Babineaux, Floyd “Sonny” Ford, Sonny Stokeld,
Ethel Lee Grimmet, Howard Finley, Bill Finley, Sr. Chrysantha
Howard, C.D.P., Calvin Foreman, Karl Foreman, Marie
Foreman, Edbert Foreman

6:00PM - Robert & Bertha Battaglia, Michel Robert, Marianne
Turpin, Andre Seye, Alfred Barbideua, Nedia Myers

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18:

7:00AM - Adam K. Vitello, Roland L. Fontenot

8:30AM - Missa pro popula (Mass for all the people)
10:00AM - Raymond Green, Etta Istre, Lucy Moore, Willie
Lou, Charles A., Alfred L. & DJ Smith, Dr. Ben Molbert, Adius
& Inez Courville, William S. Mericle, Jr., Wanda Landreneau,
James Arnaud, Rob Coe, Nolan S. Fontenot

11:30AM - Family Intention for Ignatious, Margaret E.
Fontenot

MoNDAY, DECEMBER 19:

AM - Living & Deceased Members of St. Margaret Parish
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20:

PM - Bob Derby, *Earl, Alice (Av.13), Glyn & Mac Gaspard
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21:

AM - Maudrey & Enola Thibodeaux

PM - Living & Deceased Members of St. Margaret Parish
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22:

AM - Living & Deceased Members of St. Margaret Parish

PM - Theresa DeVillier (Av.2)

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23:

AM - John (Av.27) & Ludie LaCasse

PM - Living & Deceased Members of St. Margaret Parish

*Intentions sent to the Diocese.

IN LOVING MEMORY

Sanctuary Lights in the Main Church

Michel Robert, Marianne Turpin,

Andre Seye, Alfred Barbideua,
Colton Harris QQ%
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